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Introduction 

Livestock production used several strategies to cope with climatic hazards 

However, marked demographic changes of the 20st century implied the implementation 

of targeted policies to secure the supply of animal products  

Morocco: mainly a semi-arid and arid (15 and 78% of its area) country  

Located in the Western fringes of North Africa (750,000 km2) 

Characterised by a wide diversity of agro ecosystems: oases, mountains, deserts, ...   

An important animal wealth with several breeds (some of them with global reputation) 
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Recent evolutions in animal productsô demand 

Major demographic changes in Morocco: from 1956 to 2008, the population has more than 

doubled (15.3 to 34.3 million inhabitants)  

Massive rural exodus: more than 55.1% of the people live in big cities (27.8% in 1956) 

Obvious changes in nutritional habits: 

 - more people eat outside the home; 

 - emergence of metabolic diseases (obesity, diabetes, hypertension é). 

As a consequence: 
 

 - a shift in the demand in animal products        

 from red meat to poultry products 
 

 - mutton has gained a festal status, mainly 

 consumed during the ceremony of  ñEl Aµdò 
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Recent evolutions in animal productsô demand 

Fundamentally, animal productsô consumption remains weak in Morocco 

Annually, some 25 kg of meat (13 kg of poultry, 5 of beef and 5 of goat and mutton, 

2 of camels and other species), 9 kg of fish, 50 kg of milk and 130 eggs per capita  

Wide variations in animal productsô consumption among individuals, linked to the level of 

householdsô income 

Evolution of meat consumption in Morocco (1960 ï 2007) 

Meat from small ruminants 
% of total meat 

All kinds of meat 
kg/capita.year 

 25 

 19.3 

2000 

27 

18.3 

1990 

40 

13.8 

1961 

35 

13.1 

1970 

30 

12.4 

1980 

Source: FAO STAT 2010 
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Livestock policies to secure the supply 

The sudden emergence of modern poultry production 

Implemented by private operators since early 1960s  

Located in areas near the Atlantic coast (port of Casablanca) 

A sustained trend of growth: 201 to 2,700 million eggs from 1980 to 2008 

       70,000 to 440,000 tons of broiler meat in the same period 

However: 

 - a marked dependency on imported inputs (chicks and feedstuffs) 

 - an obvious vulnerability to heat stresses 

 - a structural weakness due to sanitary risks (avian influenza) 

 

A strategic sector to provide cheap animal products but with major 

constraints 


